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June 2021 Magazine Cut-off Date
Cut-off date for the June 2021 Stukeleys Parish Magazine is

9am Monday 17th May 2021
**** Please do not be late ****

Take a look at the Magazine website at www.stukeleysmag.co.uk
Email to: Martyn at martyn@stukeleysmag.co.uk

Post/drop in to: 7 Hill Close, Great Stukeley PE28 4AZ
Tel: 01480 432633 Mob: 07710 171924

Please include your phone number in case of queries.
Space in the magazine is limited, so articles should be about 300 words. This is to
allow as many people as possible the opportunity to contribute to the magazine. It
would be helpful if you could submit articles sized to an A5 page in Word or PDF.
We reserve the right to refuse an article, cut its length or hold it over to a later
issue without notice.
Please Note: This magazine is published by Martyn Fox with administrative and
financial support from The Stukeleys’ Parish Council. The opinions expressed are
not necessarily those of the Editor or of the Parish Council
A charge is made to advertise in this magazine. All enquiries should be
directed to Martyn Fox (Tel: 01480 432633) or Ramune Mimiene, (Parish
Clerk) Email: clerk@thestukeleys-pc.gov.uk

FUTURE EVENTS
June 6th 9.30 am Holy Communion, Great Stukeley
June 13th 9.30 am Morning Service, Great Stukeley
June 20th 11.30 am Family Communion, Great Stukeley
June 27th 9.30 am Holy Communion, Little Stukeley

9.30 am Morning Service, Great Stukeley

Every Friday lunchtime 12.00 noon a recorded ‘midday’ service, which can be
found on the website or the North Leightonstone Benefice Facebook Group.

This Month
Page 4: Stukeleys Parish Council Report
Page 5: Great Stukeley Village Hall
Pages 6-8: Making The Stukeleys More Nature-Friendly
Page 9: The Stukeleys Womens Institute
Pages 10-12: Update from the Huntingdon Neibourhood Team
Page 13: Free Covid Tests
Page 15: Healthwatch Cambridgeshire
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WANTED
Items for the Magazine. All things considered.
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Parish Council Meeting held via ZOOM on 4th May. Those attending Vice Chairman Tim 
Close, Cllr Glyn Evans, Cllr Paula Tuck, Cllr Louise Smith apologies were received from 
Chairman Terry Pinner Cllr Sally Smith, Cllr Ben Parkin, Cllr Shaun Burton and one 
member of the public who raised the issue of the management of roadside verges in the 
Parish in line with the CCC approved policy. Ref:www.onthevergecambridge.org.uk  
Further guidance can be found on the Plant Life charity website https://plantlife.love-
wildlife.org.uk the resident also raised a concern that a mature tree was to be cut down 
to allow the expansion of the Lt Stukeley Village Hall. 

The position of a replacement clerk to the SPC was formally approved and accepted.  

Following government guidelines and until further notice remote meetings will be 
discontinued as of 6th May 2021, meetings beyond that date will be held in person, 
keeping within government guidelines as to social distancing. 

Planning application 21/00764/REM 

Submission of Reserved Matters approval for the erection of 261 dwellings including 
appearance, layout, landscaping, associated highways, and ancillary works. Parcel 7 
Senliz Road Alconbury Weald. 

 

Planning adviser to the SPC advised that this is a well-presented plan for 261 homes on 
parcel 7 presented by Carla Homes, and is part of the original phase 1 plan. Cllr GE 
asked for clarity on the size of the development at present and the progress of the 
agreed Southern access. This is at present in the hands of CCC Highways, waiting a 
decision and approval of the junction with the A141. 
He also updated SPC on The Stukeleys Pocket Park Project the redeveloping of Great 
Stukeley Playing Field into Recreation / Pocket park – and reported that the application 
remains at the pre app phase with Huntingdon District Council. 

 

An application has been made to CCC by contractors Breheney for road closures with a 
proposed date of 28th June 2021 in regard to infrastructure works to be carried out to 
install road humps on Ermine Street. The council formally thanked Councillor Burton for 
his persistence and diligence in pursuing all parties involved in this project.  

A proposal was made to pursue the purchase of solar powered speed signs on Ermine 
St. at the approaches to both villages.  

 

Correspondence was received from a Great Stukeley resident regarding the ongoing 
housing development on Alconbury Weald and resulting increase in traffic numbers and 
what is a likely date for commencement of the proposed Sothern access route. Clerk to 
respond when the Parish Council have been fully updated by the planning adviser. 

The Annual Parish Meeting and the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council will be on 24th 
May 2021. APM starting at 6.45-7.15 and the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council from 
7,15 onwards. Venue TBC.  The public and press will be asked to join remotely. 

The Stukeleys Parish Council Report 
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Great Stukeley Village Hall 
Charity number: 803359 

 

As we prepare to reopen our village hall, we are looking for people to join 
our team. As an employee or volunteer you will help to run the village hall 
for the benefit of the village, local groups and other users. 
 

We are a registered charity, and you can find out more on the Charity 
Commission page at www.gov.uk 
 

Caretaker 
 

We are looking for a reliable, flexible, local person to clean and maintain 
the village hall and grounds. 
 

This is a paid position for approximately 6 hours per week. 
 

If you are interested, please call Helen or Nicola for more information. 
 

Management Committee Members/Trustees 
 

We need new members to help manage the village hall and bring new 
ideas to the table. 
 

In addition to ordinary members, we also have a Chairperson, Vice-chair, 
Treasurer and Secretary. 
 

These are voluntary positions, and you would be expected to serve for a 
minimum of 1 year. 
 

Please contact Helen or Nicola if you are interested in joining us. 
 

Nicola Oldfield, Secretary 
Tel: 01480 437115 
Email: gsvhall@aol.com  
 

Helen Silsby, Treasurer 
Tel: 07934 853646 
Email: treasurer@gsvh.org.uk 
 
www.greatstukeleyvillagehall.co.uk 
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MAKING THE STUKELEYS MORE NATURE-FRIENDLY: 
A CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS 

 
This magnificent tree is a mature Norway Maple tree. It stands at the back of the Little Stukeley 

Village Hall and is probably more than 50 years old.  

 

 
 

Despite its name, this handsome tree species has been around in Britain since the 17th Century. 

So, frankly, I was shocked to find that our Parish Council has been destroying such mature trees 

around the village hall area. Last year, an even taller Birch tree was cut down for no apparent 

reason. Now, this Norway Maple is slated for destruction to extend the bar area in the hall. The 

Parish Council have put in the planning application, and despite my best efforts, the tree’s fate 

appears to be sealed. 

 

This depressing fact has motivated me to reach out to members in our village community who also 

care about trees and nature in general. Over the past year, many of us have found solace and 

pleasure in the natural environment in and around The Stukeleys. 

Alongside the news about Covid-19, reports have also illustrated the sad state of wildlife in the UK 

and further afield: the United Nations revealed that around one million animal and plant species are 

threatened with extinction. The World Wildlife Fund reported that the planet’s wildlife populations 

have plummeted by 68% since 1970. 

Sir David Attenborough has added his voice to the concerns about the biodiversity crisis in the BBC 

programme Extinction: The Facts.  

Every one of us can do something to help: we can do our bit to restore biodiversity. A good example 

is the UK’s insect population. We have lost 50 per cent of insects in the UK since 1970 due to 

urbanisation, agriculture and an obsession with outdoor tidiness.  

 

Why do insects matter? 

Pollinators – such as butterflies and moths, bees, hoverflies, flies and wasps – are an essential part 

of our ecosystem. Not only are they an important element in the food chain for birds, bats and other  
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insect-eaters, they also pollinate the majority of the world’s flowering and fruiting plants. Did you 

know that for a strawberry flower to turn into a strawberry it needs to be visited five times by a 

bumblebee or 15 times by a honeybee? That’s just for one strawberry! It’s estimated that one in 

three mouthfuls of food we eat depends on pollinators. Without bees, hoverflies and other insects 

visiting flowers there would be no strawberries, apples, carrots, olives, broccoli, avocados, 

chocolate, grapes, almonds….. 

 

Nesting sites and habitats for pollinators are disappearing dramatically: more than 97 percent of 

our wildflower meadows have been eradicated since World War II. Insect populations are 

plummeting due to this loss and fragmentation of habitat, widespread pesticide use, diseases and 

climate change. 

• Half of the UK’s 27 bumblebee species are in decline 

• Two-thirds of moths are in long-term decline 

• 76 percent of butterflies are in decline 

 

Is it any wonder that all the species which depend on insects are faring the same, with declines in 

hedgehogs, bats and nearly all species of once common farmland birds? Did you know that there 

are 50 per cent fewer hedgehogs since 2000?  – they are now classed as vulnerable to extinction. 

 

 

 

What is the good news?  

Would you like to see wildflowers grow, flower and set seed - and be visited by pollinators - on the 

many grassy areas and road verges in and around The Stukeleys? 

In fact, Cambridgeshire County Council has recently (March 2021) approved a plan to manage 

roadside verges for wildflowers and biodiversity. In collaboration with a movement called ‘ON THE 

VERGE” (https://www.onthevergecambridge.org.uk/) , I have already requested if The Stukeleys 

Parish Council would consider changing the management of verges and grassy areas. These areas 

would provide a brilliant opportunity to allow wildflowers to grow and provide a natural resource for 

people and pollinators – without the need for a big expenditure. In fact, it would save the council 

money! 
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All that is needed is a change to the current frequent mowing schedule: in brief, cut less (only once 

or twice per year) and change the timing of cutting from spring to late summer or autumn. This can 

save money: Dorset adopted a new strategy for managing its highway verges in 2014. Since then, 

the council estimates it has saved £100,000 through, among other things, fewer cuts of road verges. 

Cutting less and cutting later allows flowers to bloom and set seed and allows pollinators to use 

them as food and habitat. And it looks great! 

 

 
 
Nature-friendly Volunteers needed! 
Following the success of ‘ON THE VERGE’ in Cambridge’, volunteers are needed to take action in 

The Stukeleys and Huntingdon area. This community action group will work with the local Council, 

schools, businesses and other local groups to identify areas of land suitable for growing nectar rich 

plants and wildflowers. We seek permission for use, organise the preparation of the land, raise 

funds to purchase seed and help with the sowing of the sites. We provide an aftercare plan so that 

the site will continue to regenerate year after year, providing a lasting legacy for our community, 

especially our kids and grandkids. 

Many of us pass these areas every day: if we managed them differently, we wouldn't have to 

make a special trip to a designated wildlife area to see the beauty of our natural environment. 

Please add your voice and ask The Stukeleys Parish Council to become more nature friendly. 

Let’s protect our local trees and introduce sympathetic grass mowing regimes -, let's make space 

for wildflowers and pollinators. 

 

If you are interested in volunteering for ‘ON THE VERGE’ to green The Stukeleys, then contact 

me: barbara@biodiversitybusiness.org. 

 

Barbara de Waard,  

Little Stukeley. 
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Jazz and Barbecue 

Monday 30th August 3-6 pm 

at Little Stukeley Village Hall. 

Tickets £12, children free 

from Sally Smith, 

Tel 450356 or email sallysmith101@aol.com 

 

The Stukeleys’ Women’s Institute 

Your local WI will be resuming meetings in July. The first meeting will be on Wednesday 14th at 

7.30pm in Great Stukeley Village Hall. To celebrate our first meeting since March 2020 we will be 

having a ‘Bring your own Picnic’ evening. A glass of something bubbly will be provided. Our WI is 

open to ladies from both Little and Great Stukeley including Alconbury Weald. 

If you moved in during the last 15 months, or have lived here for longer, but don’t know many 

people, joining the WI is a good way to get to meet people. Meetings are held on the 2nd 

Wednesday of the month, except August, in Great Stukeley Village Hall. 

If you would like to try before joining, you are welcome to come along on 14th July, or any future 

meeting to see what it’s like. If you would like to know more, please ring me, Ann Monk on 01480 

456634. 

The Library Presents 

The Library Presents are delighted to announce the launch of their new season of exciting arts 
events which will run from May to July 2021. The season will bring workshops and performances 
to outdoor locations across Cambridgeshire and offer arts activities online. 

Full details of the programme, along with booking information can be found at 
www.library.live/the-library-presents   

It would be very much appreciated if you can help us spread the word by sharing the web link and 
attached brochure with your networks. We have separate brochures for Fenland, East Cambs, 
Huntingdonshire District and South Cambs & Cambridge City.  If you would like to be sent digital 
copies of them all please let me know. 

If you would like to receive paper copies of A5 brochures to display or distribute we would be 
more than happy to post some to you. Please email thelibrarypresents@cambridgeshire.gov.uk 
saying how many copies you require, for which regions and the address you would like us to post 
them to. 

Rupert Woods 
Libraries Development Support and Partnerships Projects & Funding Officer  
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April Update from The Huntingdon Neighbourhood Team 
 
 

This month we’ve seen the reopening of Huntingdon town centre. Lots of work 
has gone on behind the scenes with partners to ensure everyone is safe as 
restrictions ease and gyms, shops, hairdressers and pubs with outdoor areas 
reopen. 
 
Everyone’s efforts have allowed us to move on to the next step of the 
Government’s roadmap. However, it still depends on us to keep following 
current guidance so we can reach the next stage. 
 
We were delighted to receive a visit from Chief Constable Nick Dean last week 
who recognised the proactive work we’ve been doing tackling organised crime 
groups, arresting high risk domestic abuse suspects and other high-risk 
offenders. 
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What’s going on 
This month we’ve carried out a number of warrants including in Bradshaw 
Close and Maule Close in Huntingdon, in Sawtry and most recently in Yaxley 
resulting in a number of arrests. 
We’ve recovered thousands of pounds worth of drugs including cocaine and 
cannabis as well as cash, mobile phones and other drug paraphernalia. 
 

 
 
The warrants are often as a result of information received by members of the 
public and we encourage you to continue reporting suspicious activity 
around drugs. 
 
By day we’ve been patrolling the town as part of the re-opening, tackling 
anti-social behaviour in and around the town, carrying out stop searches and 
seizing knives. By night we’re patrolling the A1123 corridor looking for 
suspicious vehicles and activity. 
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Good News 
The hare coursing season is coming to an end. You can see some of the 
results from our Rural Crime Action Team as they continue to crackdown on 
the illegal blood sport. 

 

 
 
Prison for man who carried machete to scare people 
 
Crime prevention and useful information 
People are being invited to hand in knives without fear of prosecution this 
week as part of a national week of action. More here. 
 
We’ve seen an increase in tool thefts and would urge people to remain 
vigilant and take extra precautions to keep your valuables safe.  
 
Thefts of catalytic converters continue to be an issue across the county. 
While we’re increasing patrols on the road networks to catch those 
responsible, we ask you to look out for any suspicious activity and report it to 
us via our webchat or call 101. Remember if a crime is in progress, call 999. 
 
With restrictions easing and people returning to work, we’d ask everyone to 
ensure they remember to shut and lock doors and windows to avoid 
becoming victims of burglary.  
We’ve lots of prevention advice at 
 
https://www.cambs.police.uk/information-and-services/Burglary/Burglary-
prevention-advice. 
  
 Message Sent By 
Tara Dundon, (Police, Comms officer, Corp comms) 
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Free Covid Tests 

 
 
Residents in the Stukeleys and Alconbury Weald are being urged to get 
twice-weekly rapid Covid tests.   
 

The move is an important step forward to meet the aims of the national 
roadmap, allowing everyone to move safely out of lockdown.    
 

Twice-weekly rapid testing is a vital tool in identifying cases of Covid-19 
that would otherwise be missed. With 1 in 3 people with coronavirus 
showing no symptoms and potentially spreading it without knowing, rapid 
testing helps to identify positive cases quickly, preventing the spread of 
infection.    
 

There are several ways you can access rapid testing. You can take a test 
at one of the rapid testing sites locally. Your employer may be offering 
testing in the workplace.     
 

You can also collect tests to complete at home or order tests to be 
delivered to your home. Secondary school pupils are also being asked to 
take a twice-weekly test.    
 

You can find out more about all of these options at  
 

www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/rapidtesting 
or 

www.peterborough.gov.uk/rapidtesting 

 

Dr Liz Robin, director of public health for Cambridgeshire and 
Peterborough, said: “Getting into the habit of twice-weekly testing as part 
of our everyday lives will help us all to keep each other safe. Alongside 
the ongoing vaccine rollout, it will help us to move forward with the 
roadmap out of lockdown.”  
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Wanted: your views on health and care 
 
What do you think about the health and care services you use? Good 
or bad, your views are wanted by Healthwatch. 
Healthwatch is the independent champion for health and care in 
Cambridgeshire and Peterborough. And it listens to local people and 
shares their experiences to help improve NHS and care services. 
 

The kinds of things you can tell us about... 
 

• Covid vaccinations - how did it go? 
• Who's doing a great job? Your local dentist, pharmacist or district 

nurse? 
• Visits to the GP - are video consultations working well or are you 

struggling to see your local doctor? 
• Hospital waiting lists - we know many people are waiting for 

treatment and procedures. Tell us what would help you while 
you wait. 

• Home care services 
• Care homes  
• Using the NHS 111 First service 

 

Get in touch.  
 
Give your feedback at: 
 
https://www.healthwatchpeterborough.co.uk/share-your-views  
or  
https://www.healthwatchcambridgeshire.co.uk/share-your-views    
https://www.healthwatchcambridgeshire.co.uk/share-your-views     
Not online?  You can also call 0330 355 1285 or text: 0752 0635 176. 
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GET SET FOR YOUR COMEBACK 
GROUP RELAUNCH WITH A NEW CONSULTANT 

 

WEDNESDAY EVENINGS 
STUKELEY MEADOWS PRIMARY SCHOOL 

THURSDAY MORNINGS 
THE CONEYGEAR CENTRE, HUNTINGDON 

 

‘When I first walked through the doors to my Slimming World group, I won’t lie,  

I was petrified. However, I was instantly made to feel welcome, reassured and 

supported, going on to lose 2 and half stones in 10 months. In losing the weight, I found 

a new confidence in myself, along with unlocking a whole new 

way of enjoying food. I’ve been a Consultant now for 18 

months, I’ve loved supporting others to achieve their dream 

weight and I’m super excited to help people in the local area 

since moving here this year. A fresh start for everyone looking 

for support locally.’ Get in contact today to find out more and 

get your journey off to a flying start. 

 
CONTACT CASSIE TO JOIN 

07947 796903 
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Stukeley Country Hotel  
are pleased to announce. 

we will be hosting. 
 a 

 “Back to the future” village party 
on 

Saturday 17th July 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Party starts at 2pm. Food from 2pm. Live music 
from “Glamtastic “from 4pm 

 
Tickets are £15 per adult, £5 per child 

Tickets are limited so please book asap to avoid 
disappointment. 

 
To reserve tickets  

Cash payments can be made to Stukeley hotel 01480 456927 
Liz Dempsey 07768473904 or Donna Smith 07857253824 

Card payments to Stukeley Hotel only.  
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Contact details for a free no
obligation quote.

Tel: 07958 066746
stevenpowercarpentry@gmail.com

All aspects of carpentry and construction undertaken
No job is too big or small.

Services include:
• Kitchen installations
• Conversions
• Wooden flooring
• Bespoke furniture
• Decking

• Doors
• Windows
• Roofing
• General building
• Stairs

Over 13 years’ experience in the Construction
Industry as a qualified Carpenter & Joiner.



21



22



23

 

 

 
 

Alconbury Independent Baptist Church 
 

Special Easter Services 
 
Good Friday   Why did Jesus die?        7pm 
 
Easter Sunday  Why is the Resurrection Important? 10:45am 
 
 

Usual Services 
 
Sunday  Morning Worship     10:45am  
(Children’s Church for 5-11years)      
 
Sunday  Evening Service (monthly)   6pm 
 
Wednesday  Prayer Meeting                       6.30pm 
 
All are Welcome to any of these services! Live broadcast on 
Sunday morning on YouTube or facebook  
 
If you have any questions or require a bible to find out more about 
the Christian Faith. Please contact Pastor G Marley.  
Tel: 01480- 455300 email: pastor@alconburybaptist.org 
 



24

ERMINE STREET, GREAT STUKELEY
NEXT TO THE VILLAGE HALL

Bishop: Richard Malachowski
Sunday Service Schedule

9.30am to 10.30am: Sacrament Meeting

10.30am to 11.30am: Children ages 3-11classes; Youth ages 12-18, Young
Single Adult and Adult Sunday School
Alternating Sundays:
Children ages 3-11 classes; Young Women and Young
Men ages 12-18 lessons; Priesthood (males 18+) and
Relief Society (Sisters, age 18+) lessons.

Schedule repeats, starting at 12.30pm with BishopMichael Waters

All are welcome to come and worship with us!

Weekday meetings:

Tuesday Nights: Youth meetings (ages 12 – 18), starting at 7.00pm

First Thursday, Sisters monthly meeting and activity, at 7.00pm

Sunday Evenings, every other Sunday – Young Single Adult meeting and activity

Come and see what we believe – try www.comeuntochrist.org

Believe: Learn about the Savior, Jesus Christ, and how basic beliefs of His
Restored Gospel can enrich lives

Belong: Jesus can make you a better person. You can make us a better
community. Come worship with us!

Become:We are all trying to be better human beings. Explore ways to aid your
personal and spiritual growth.
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ST BARTHOLOMEW’S GREAT STUKELEY 
ST MARTIN’S LITTLE STUKELEY 

 

Church services for June 2021 
 
June 6th  9.30 am Holy Communion, Great Stukeley 
June 13th   9.30 am Morning Service, Great Stukeley 
June 20th  11.30 am Family Communion, Great Stukeley 
June 27th   9.30 am Holy Communion, Little Stukeley 
  9.30 am Morning Service, Great Stukeley 

 

Everyone is welcome.  Please come and join us. 
 

As we still have to follow social distancing, please can you let Dianne McGoff 
(Great Stukeley) or Camilla Payne (Little Stukeley) know if you’re planning to 
attend worship. 
Face coverings must be worn in church at all times; there are arrangements for 
track and trace information to be gathered. We are still not permitted to sing, or 
to have conversations within the church building.   
 

Every Sunday morning –9.30 am a ‘live’ service which will also be recorded.  
You can join this service by Zoom, or find it on the website 
(www.norleigh.org.uk) or North Leightonstone Benefice Facebook Group 
 

St Bartholomew’s Church is open for individual prayer by arrangement.  
St Martin’s Church is open for individual prayer by arrangement.  
 

Rev Fiona Brampton (01480 538726  revfiona@norleigh.org.uk) and Rev Mandy 
Flaherty (01480 896541  rector@norleigh.org.uk ) are available for prayer or a 
chat (by phone under the current regulations).   
 

Rev Fiona Brampton 
Associate Priest, North Leightonstone Benefice 
29 Church Road 
Great Stukeley 
01480 538726  revfiona@norleigh.org.uk 
 

Churchwardens     
Great Stukeley Harry Raby     01480 453269 
   Diane McGoff   01480 456238  
 

Little Stukeley  Camilla Payne  camilla@uk.com 
   Sally Smith  sallysmith101@aol.com 
 
www.norleigh.org.uk (for information about the churches, and for livestreamed 
and recorded services). 
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